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Ozadje in namen raziskave/Background and purpose of the research: 

The subject matter of this writing is the quality- and ethical expectations towards 

Christian educators and the codification problems they pose. We believe that the set 

of expectations towards educators can only be examined to the merits by extending 

our research to the judicial, pedagogical and moral aspects of the issue, while taking 

the international context and historical dimensions of these set of expectations 

towards educators, of the certification system of educators and the pedagogue-ethics 

in consideration. In this writing, we are attempting to take a multi-directional 

approach to this ample topic, offering several ideological- and research crossroads. 

From the point of view of our Christian identity, adherence to and experiencing 

theory and practice, written and unwritten ethical rules is extremely important. As 

of the expectations towards Christian educators, we placed special emphasis on the 

analysis of the accord of biblical teachings, the ethically expected conduct and how 

it looks like in practice. Our multiple-dimension research covers several disciplines 

and regulation aspects of the professional ethics of educators. 

 

Metodologija/Methodology: 

We analyze the professional/quality expectation that are set towards educators. 

While we review the domestic and international theory and practice of the issue and 

look for geography-induced differences, we place special emphasis on competences 

expected in the field of Christian education. With regards to this, we use the method 

of qualitative text analysis to examine the accord of educators’ competences required 

by the biblical guidelines and secular, 21st century standards pertinent to 

educators, and the requirements of education and achievements, along with the 

regulation of educators’ promotion system. We are analyzing these professional-

ethical expectations through codes of conduct applied in international and domestic 

practice by surveying educators’ willingness to follow rules and their ethical 

judgments. Amongst others, we used Paul Ricoeur’s theory as a starting point for 

our research. The theory says that conflicts arising from applying norms to an exact 

situation suggest abandoning moral norms and resorting to ethical objectives. In 

other words: in ethical conflict situations it’s not the codified moral norms but the 

internalized transcendent ethical objectives that prevail. The research was completed 

with another questionnaire survey. In this we undertook to broadly evaluate and 

analyze by a developed methodology the ethical attitude of teacher candidates of the 



Faculty of Teacher Training of Károli Gáspár Reformed University, and compare it 

with the results of the survey conducted by practitioner teachers. 

 

Rezultati/Results: 

We believe that juxtaposition of biblical teachings with regards to the Christian 

practice of the profession of pedagogues and the pedagogues’ competences used for 

the classification of educators has adequately proven that professional and ethical 

expectations set towards educators through competence requirements and 

competence indicators are in line with the moral teachings of the Bible (primarily of 

the New Testament). Though to a different extent for each breakdown, the fact that 

agreement with the rules phrased in legalese does not necessarily mean judgment of 

moral issues/acting in situations posing a moral challenge in accordance with the 

rules was reinforced in all respondent groups. The extent of the difference between 

individual rules and cases varies, but it was true for each case that educators took 

several external and internal circumstances in consideration when forming their 

judgment of cases describing violations of written standards. As our hypothesis, 

namely that pedagogues are stricter when it comes to creating rules, but more 

lenient when they deliver case-by-case ethical judgments of practical issues is 

reinforced by this study, we can presume that this is actually caused by the codes 

being phrased in strict legalese, which creates a gap between the code and everyday 

practice. In ethical rules, teacher candidates are far less accepting than practitioner 

teachers, neither, in ethical situations they did not prove to be stricter than 

experienced teachers. 
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